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Bihar’s Unveiled Economy

figures, Bihar consumed almost 25 million litres

of alcohol each month. In the financial year
2005-06, the state brought Rs 87.18 crores from
foreign liquor made in India, which rose o Rs 1,777
crore —a 1,938% rise in 2014-15. Just before the ban,
in 2014-15, Bihar made over Rs 3,100 crore from
excise duty on liquor sales, according to the
Economic Survey of 2016. The survey pointed out that
the estimate for 2015-16 was Rs 4,000 crore. But with a
win in the 2015 state assembly polls, The Janata Dal
(United) led by Nitish Kumar, in alliance with Lalu
Prasad Yadav's Rashtriya Janata Dal, imposed a ban
on liguor consumption and sale in the state.,

l | ntil 2016, according fo state excise department

Has the government tapped this hidden aspect of
Liquorban?

Despite the Bihar government’s report card on
prohibition, which notes that the policy has been a
success, it does not entail that the state has stopped
drinking. Based on the National Family Health Survey
2019-20 report, Bihar has consumed more alcohol
than Maharashtra,

proving prohibition has been ineffective and led to the
creatfion of a liquor mafia. This has also negatively
affected the state’'s economy and potential
investments, thus affecting job creation. The state
misses out on Rs. 10,000 crores in annual revenue, g
forcing it into debt problems.This loss has turned out to ===
e the neighbours’ gain as liquor sales in border
districts of neighbouring states have gone up.

Former state revenues are now floating in the black =

market, In the five and a half years since prohibition, more
than 4 million litres of liquor have been confiscated in Bihar.
"Royal Stag whiskey and Imperial Blue whiskey are the most
sold”, said a bootlegger. He further added "One box either
has 48 quarters, 24 half bottles or 12 full ones. There is ample
liquor sale in Bihar, helping us make Rs. 300 per box, or Rs.
60,000 per month.” The ban has paved the way for the
state’s expenditure but blocked itsincome path.

Going by various surveys and reports of different media
houses, it is evident that in the interior of the state, illicit
brewing is rampant. Derogatory liquor is prepared deep in
the villages. A village in Bihar produces hooch daily worth Rs
2 lakh which never counts and contributes to the state’s
economy. And additionally,consumption of these hooch
has resulted in hundreds of deaths in past 1 year, where
districts like Nalanda, Buxar, West Champaran, Gopalgan,
Samastipur and Muzaffarpur are on the top. At the
beginning of Bihar's illegal liquor frade, there were few
bootleggers, and they operated under immense caution,
like: a new customer had to be referred through an old one,
and “alcohol” could not be directly addressed. Those were
dangerous times, but it was also the fime to mint money.
Bootleggers with good connections soon prospered,
bringing more money and gaining trust. This provided
employment opportunities for liquor store workers as well. So,
what they used to do legally, now are continuing with it
illegally.

It is important to realise that
alcoholism is viewed as a
law-and-order problem in
Bihar, rather than a social
problem. Rather than
launching a mass awareness
campaign, consulting
relevant stakeholders,
establishing de addiction
centres, efc., the state could
have taken some time to do
so. Liquor bans, however, are
not the extent of the state’s
responsibilities; it has to think
about different segments of

Source: Internet society.

Points To Ponder

lllegal alcohol being smuggled in Bihar?
Excise revenues of neighbouring states show a spike after prohibition
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Just before the ban, in 2014-15, Bihar made
over Rs 3,100 crore from excise

Duty on liquor sales, according to the
Economic Survey of 2016.

- Based on the National Family Health
Survey 2019-20 report, Bihar has
consumed more alcohol than
Maharashtra, proving prohibition has
been ineffective and led to the creation
of a liquor mdfia.

« The state misses out on Rs. 10,000 crores
in annual revenue, forcing it into debt
problems.

- The ban has paved the way for the

state’s expenditure but blocked its
income path.
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In the wake of RRB result protests,
RRB aspirants take to the streets

: - 5 0

housands of people gathered in Bihar to protest against

the railway as they were unhappy over the “inaccurate

exam results” of the Railway Recruitrent Board's Non-
Technical Popular Category (NTPC) competitive exam,
2021. After 9 million Tweets and 14 days of Twitter frends,
students came on the ground on January 24 th at Rojender
Nagar Terminal, Patna. Later, the protest grew into a mass
movement near Binar Legislative Assembly.

Why are students protesting against the railways?

In the 2019 online natification, it was noted that several
vacancies were available for graduates and matriculated
students. After giving the exam in 2021, many are opposed
to holding the second round of exams to select
candidates. The protests started in the state of Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh after several students claimed that there were
discrepancies in the RRB recruitment process. Over 35,000
vacancies are available for jobs at level 2 to level 6, with
starting salaries ranging from Rs 19,900 to Rs 35,400 per
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Source: Internet

month. Qualification requirements for the jobs differ, and
the protesters argue that
the selection process unfairly favors candidates with
highe qualifications over individuals with lower
qualifications. A candidate from Muzaffarpur, Roshan
Kumar, said “Until the Railway authorities concede to our
demands, the protests will continue,

What causes protests to become violent in some
places?

On Republic Day, the brawls became violent in some parts
of Bihar, including Gaya, Nawada, Fatuha, Buxar, Nalanda,
Chhapra, Biharsharif, Sitamarhi, Muzaffarpur, and many
other parts of Uttar Pradesh. There were aftempts to disrupt
rail traffic and road traffic. In Gaya, they bumed down four
empty coaches and blocked the rail traffic in Ara and
Nalanda. Several protesters sustained minor injuries.

The police have also registered a compilaint for violations af
the site of the protest over the RRB and NTPC exams.
Different FIRs have also been registered against the
teachers involved in the protest. As part of this investigation,
Patna’s famous Khan Sir, who is recognized for his support of
students in every way, has also been booked for vandalism
by the Patna Police. For the second day in a row, students
threw stones at police in the Bhikhnna Pahadi, Kadamkuan,
and Saidpur areas of Patna. No maijor injuries have been
reported from either Patna or Ara, where a train

".
~" Source: Internet
compartment were not canceled.

What makes Khan Sirthe center of the storm?

Khan Sir, a YouTuber from Patna, has been in the eye of
controversy of late. He was reported to the Bihar Police in
connection with the violent protests over the results of the
railway recruitment exam. He has been accused of

inciting violence during these protests if the RRB-NTPC
exams were not cancelled. According fo the police, the
agitating students accused Knan Sir of motivating them to
take part in these protests and engage in violence through

- Sareen Yasmin

a video when they were detained by police. Lately, in an
interview Khan Sir asked students not to participate in these
protests that were taking place on January 28. He urged
students 1o keep the protest peaceful as this would be a
&quot;wrong step&quot; forthe government to take while it
considers theirdemands and concerms.

Why such along wait?

Atthe press conference, Railway Minister Ashwini Vaishnav
affirmed, *1.25 crore applications were accepted for 3,528
seatfs, of which 7,05,446 were shorlisted.” The overall
vaccines were announced in 2019 by the then Railway
Minister, Piyush Goyal. Candidates urged that the
announcement mentioned only one exam. Now, another
nofification by RRB which came on January 24 th, stated
that the government has decided to conduct another CBT-
2 exam forthe same. Students said they were frustrated that
the CBT-2 stage of the exam was fotally unfair to those who

Source: Internet

had cleared CBT-1 and whose results had been released
onJanuary 15, 2022. The government'sresponse!

The Ministry of Railways first denied the irregulations in the
2019 notification and kept the selection on hold. Railway
then issued a press statement saying, ‘Those who are
protesting and causing damage to railway infrastructure will
not be able to participate in the selection process.” Ashwini
Vaisnav has also held numerous meetings with RRB and
formed a high-level committee to investigate the
disaprency and to hear the students’ side of the story.
Recruiters for the Railways released a general notice stating
that the aspirants, conduct was unbecoming of a railway
employee since they destroyed railway property and
disrupted railway services. In the notice, RRBs warned that
anyone found engaging in illegal activities may be
penalized by police as well as barred from ever applying for
a Railway job. Aspirants involved in misguided activities are
unfit for jobs with the railways/govt. Video footage of these
activities will be examined.
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Food Blogging : Now and Future

types of food when you are sitting and scrolling a
social media Platform? If Yes, then thank a Food
Blogger. With the
Blogging
f or
bec
to

) 0 you also like the eye catching pictures of different

advent of the digital era,
which was just a hobby
some, has now
ome a business
grow. With the
different
theme
based
restaurants
starting
popping up
in the cities
to the social
m e dia
fform getting a
boost, doing
bloggin g is a perfect thing
for a food enthusiost.
But, food blogging is not just about uploading food pictures
that you ate. A food blogger focuses on unique and
original recipes around the city that people can relate to
getting the most attention.

pla
great

Whois a Food Blogger?

“Some people just eat food to cure their hunger and some
are those who have keen interest in having different types of
food and callthemselves Foodie.”

To know who is a Food Blogger first let us know What is Food
blogging? Food blogging represents immense interest in
cooking different types of recipes, taking photographs and
writing blogs or reviewing what they ate in the Restaurant.
Most of the food bloggers focus on food photography,
mainly locals orhome cooked

food. When you eat food, you feel good and you want
other people to also enjoy the food that you tasted. In
Patna, where cafe culture is flourishing, and there are
hundreds of cafes and restaurants today in which many got
unexplored, some are big or some are small and some
don't look much attractive from outside and often do not
get much aftention from the customers. A food blogger
mainly takes customers to the restaurant and restaurant to
the customers by giving honest reviews.

Food Blogging as a Career?

Career as a food blogger has seen a huge bounce in
recent times, all credits goes to the advent of social media
and technology. Food blogging looks glamorous from
outside as we see on social media but being a food
blogger is challenging as any other job. To make a
successful career in food blogging you should have interest
in food, a good photography skill and writing skills is also
important. You need to have dedication and interest in
what you are going to blog about. Also, you need to be
consistent. Your revenue will start to increase if you cash in
on your popularity smartly and intelligently. If You do What

you love and love what you do for a living you don't have to
everworkinyourlifetime.

Current Scenarioin Food Blogging :

Amidst the nationwide lockdown, Food Bloggers noticed a
downgrade in traffic fo their sites and pages. It was no
longer possible to simply pop to the Restaurants to enjoy a
lavish meal and write a blog about it. The Shutdown of
restaurants and cafes took the food business downhill.
That's when the demand for home-cooked food slowly
picked up. People Started to scroll the web pages and
youtube for various kinds of recipes.

YouTube saw a 950% increase in searches for “jale-bi” in
India over the previous 90 days.

Instead of usual long videos and blogs, Food Bloggers are
now doing a series of short viogs on mulfiple dishes that
make an entire meal. Since dining out is not really

an option restaurants and Cafes have started cloud
kitchen services which give the benefits 1o customers to
enjoy their favourite meal sitting af home watching their
favourite nefflix shows. Food bloggers are collaborating
with various cloud Kitchen services to give reviews

and opinions about the quality and hygiene of the food
they are serving to their customers.

- Tanzeel Obaid

Tips for Food Blogging :
- Food Photography : Photography doesn't mean you
should own an expensive camera but you should know how
to use whatyou own. The

readers cannot smell or fouch what you are sharing

but an eye catching photo

is essential for a food blog to grow. Composition
and lighting is the main key

o get good food photos.

- Content : Be authentic for what you are
going to blog about. People don'tlike

to read for long, rather they prefer eye-
catching pictures and exact genuine
reviews. Leamn from the reader what
they are looking for orwhat they like
aboutyourblog.

- Interaction: If you are dedicated

and you want to grow the page you
should know what is good or what is not
working in the blog, To find out these

the best people are your audience. Be
interactive fo the readers. Engage with
them with Q/A sessions or with different
types of quizand polling.

Be Consistent for what you are doing, it
would take time but it would be definitely
worth it.If you are a Food
Blogger/Reviewer and have any questions,
then ask in the comments and we’'ll get back
toyou.

CREATIVE BUFFS

Strategies to Statistics

MARKETING AGENCY

MAKING YOUR DREAM A REALITY.

Call to find out more
931-060-7804

Visit our Website

www.creativebuffs.com



Volume 1 | Issue-1

diaries.com

Page : 05

February, 2022

The Best Five Biryani spots 1n Patna

iryani is one of the most

ordered dish from

/omato last year.
/omato claims to delivered
two Biryani’'s every second in
2021,
Did you know that Biryani is
not our own Indian dish.
Many historians believe that
Biryani originated in Persia
and was brought fo India by
the Mughals. The dish was
further developed in the
Mughal Royal kitfchen. Now
let's talk about some of the
popular places in Patna for
Biryani:

1. Biryani Mahal :
Undoubtedly, one of the
most popular place in the

@

BIRYANI MAHEAGL

Phe daste af Rolkaia
;

town. Situated near Buddha
Marg Road, Kotwali, the
orand serves many varietfies
of chicken Biryani here . Their
primary attraction is the
affordable pricing and quick
serice.

2. Biryani by Kilo : If you are
a big fan of dum biryani. BBK
ISan amazing brand to

—

have Hyderabadi , Lakhnavi
&amp; Kolkata Biryani. They

serve freshly prepared dum
cooked Biryaniin handi.

My personal favorites from
here are Mutton Hyderabadi
Biryani  Lucknowi Chicken
Biryani,

3. Bikkgane Biryani : The
brand claims to serve
Authentic Biryani; | readlly
loved the huge variety they

serve, Their Andhra Special
Chicken Biryani, Prawn
Hyderabadi Biryani are a
must fry.

The prices are on the higher
side which | feel is justified as
the quality is really good.

4. Biryani by Bihari’s : Bihari
inspired Biryani is a new

Biryani

- Birhari’s
Serves Biryanis, Beverages n Gossips !!!

addifion fo Biryani
family. They are one

of the top rated
/omato restaurant in
Patna. | would
specifically like to
recommend Special Egg
Chicken Pot Biryani which
has good 4 pieces of
Chicken, 3 eggs. Pricing is

justified as they serve good
quantity combined with
goodtaste.

5. Biryani Grills : One of the
my favorite cloud kitchen for
ordering Biryani . | would like
to recommend - BG SPL
Chicken Biryani , BG SPL

Lakhnavi Mufton Biryani
Paneer Makhni Biryani from
the brand. The main
aftraction here is splendid
taste combined with budget
friendly pricing.

- Shilpi Sargam
instagram: @shilpi.eats
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The Art of Wood Carving in Bihar

ooden craft is another such craft that is
very popular in Bihar from time
immemorial.

Gaya is the main center where this art and craft is
hugely in demand. Presently apart from Gaya, the
craftsmen for this art are located in Bodh Gaya and
Khukhari villages. They mainly sculpt the figures of
Lord Buddha and for this are solely dependent on
pilgrims and tourists.

his craft is not new to the people but is rather age-
old. It first started from the kingdom of Ashoka and is
prevalent to date. The process of making this art is
firng and requires a person to be hawk-eyed. Firstly
the design is decided by the craftsmen and then a
line is drawn on the wood with the help of a V-
shaped knife. After this, the wood undergoes cutting
andcarving.

Once the cutting of the wood is completed, it is
chipped and cut the wood as much as possible to
create small channels around the design. then the
gauge tool is used to cut the wood further and then
the bent spoon is used for digging into the wood
and prying it upward. After some time the chisel is
used to cut and provide detail to the edges of the
design. Finally when the carvings start fo emerge

switch back and forth between the tools until the
designis fully brought to life.

A number of wooden handicrafts like toys, idols,
wall hangings, and showpieces are made out of
this art.

Vivid colors extracted from the minerals and
vegetables are used to color these wooden
handicrafts, Numerous tools like a Firmer chisel,
Hammer, Hand saw, and many more are used to
carry outthis art,

Gambharwood is the main raw material that is used

-Trisha Banerjee

L A

for this art and craft. These are usually available in
the woods of Siliguri and Assam, from there the
woods are brought to the main market of Gaya and
purchased by the craftsman for the work. Once the
product is fully completed the craftsmen sell it fo the
retailer in the local market of Bodh Gaya. To date,
the dominant market for this art and craft is China,
Japan, Nepal, Malaysia, Thailand, Singapore, and

Europe.

Your Weekly Horoscope

Aries March 21-April 19

Early in the week, set your infentions on new beginnings or at
least the next phase for your friendship circles or a cause that's
close to your heart. What is your ideal, and how far is the gap
between that and your reality right now? Imagine what that is
and write it down or draw up a vision board that illustrates that
gap being closed. This ritual sends a message to your
subconscious to make it happen. In the meantime take a
constructive step tfoward it by week's end. Road works and
reassessment in your realm of career should be complete by
then, so take decisive action and get your show on the road.

Taurus April 20-May 20

This week you may feel something is messing with your signal or
challenging your status quo; take it in your stride. Be the change
you want to see in the world and respond to provocation with a
positive, can-do mindset. Take an experimental approach if
you're doing something differently. It's a better way forward than
doing the same old thing. Back yourself up by sefting your
intentions on where you'd like to be professionally at the 6- and
12-month marks. Consider your public-facing persona as well as
your contribution to society through what you do and how you
show up.

Gemini May 21-June 21

This week your ruling planet Mercury moves out of the first of four
refrogrades. Attend to course corrections and spin into forward
motion by the weekend. Take it slow, and don’'t miss a beat,
especially for projects dependent on others, or serious and
personal matters of the heart. On Tuesday, set your intfentions for
for broader horizons. Education, involvement in a collective, or
tapping the hive mind are all beneficial. Write up a list of what
you'd like to achieve by the six-month mark, then contemplate
how you're going to get from A fo B.

Cancer June 22-July 22

Someone in your life is finally about to lurch into action, and it
couldn't come soon enough after dragging their feet for ftoo
long. That said, if there’s something you can do in your own life
to advance a situation you want traction on, use your initiative
and press go. Why wait for soneone else when you can take
charge? By next week things should begin o fake shape, and
you'll feel the wind in your hair once again. Until then, slowly but
surely, one foot or action at a time is good enough. Set this
month’s infentions on your infimate life by writing up a list of your
top 10 desires!

Leo July 23-August 22

On Tuesday, make a little modem magic by dropping info your
heart and inviting it to speak. Ask this part of you how it feels,
what it wants; is it happy? Are you the best partner you can be
for yourself, for your closest one-to-ones? What is the lay of the
land in your partnership zone? Partnered? Do the exercise
alongside your significant other so you're on the same page,
looking into the future together. It's an excellent excuse for a
quiet date night to cement the deal. Or create a ritual with a
best friend because this month daring duos are dynamic duos
that get you where you want to go.

Virgo August 23-September 22

Your ruling planet Mercury swings out of refrograde and into
forward motion midweek, supporting smooth sailing and agility in
expressing yourself creatively and with authority. You're getting
your mojo back in an area of expertise and something you take
seriously. Although it's slow going for the rest of the week, things
should gather pace next week. It's prime time to move forward
on creative ideas or a romantic connection. On Tuesday, review
your work sector—what you do for work and your general work
environment. Write out your intentions and plan what you want to
achieve over the coming year.

Libra September 23-October 23

If you've had some back and forth or stalling around home and
family, this week the good news is things are slowly tuming
around. The last few months may have presented challenges to
your outlook, how you present to the world, or even your ability to
see a clear path forward. With a change or tweak to perspective
and plans, tfaking on a challenge will be worth it in the future.
Your romance and creativity sector is up for a fresh set of
infentions on Tuesday, so get clear on what you want in your life
romantically and creatively. Baoil it down to the essentials around
what sparks joy.

Scorpio October 24-November 21

Tuesday may present a challenge fo your identity with a theme
around identity and privacy versus crowd rules and partners. To
release tension:

1.Be clear about your personal needs, society or group needs,
and partner or partnership needs as separate categories.
2.Disentangle them and draw on the spirit of objective,
detachment, and spaciousness rather than merge or tighten
your grip. Let go!

3.Set your intentions on what you want in these areas, especially
the wider social milieu, so you have a clear vision and feeling
you're aiming to experience.

Sagittarius November 22-December 21

Professional and long-term money matters may have been on
your mind over the last few months, with extra bills or expenses
demanding you tfo think strategically about your income and
spending. Figure out what you're ready to charge depending on
your expertise and experience, and accept the extra effort it
may take to deliver a product or service with top-shelf
positioning. Calling in an expert or outsourcing may be a
practical way forward. Set your infentions on fostering
community engagement, local networks, and an educational
opportunity 1oo good fo refuse.

Capricorn December 22-January 19

This week a couple of significant shifts occur in your sign as
Mercury and Venus pull out of retrograde and move forward. If
you've had a few ghosts from the past lurking about your
periphery, or going backward in order to move forward, then this
is your time to make the final pivot. Let loose old habits, looks, a
style of relating, a relationship, or ways of doing things. Take the
fime fo redo what you know could do with an update. Holding
on for duty or old time’s sake doesn't benefit you or anyone else.
Some solitude and infrospection are well spent to gain clarity.
Listen to your heart, Capricom, not just your head.

Aquarius January 20-February 18

This week the new moon is fresh-pressed in your sign on Tuesday.
Make the most of this lunar phase by setting your intentions for
the year ahead and planting them like seeds in your psyche. Set
your sights on your direction, outlook, and sense of self. What
exactly do you want traction on this year? Where do you see
yourself this time next year? If you have big dreams, remember
you've got to believe it to see it, so set your goal posts in
alignment with your most highly prized ideal and peg out the
way forward.

Pisces February 19-March 20

Minor tweaks or momentous pivots in your zone of groups,
society, and friendships are coming to an end this week as
things begin to make sense and connections finally land. If you
haven't made changes (or rolled with them if you have), take this
week to face up to any responsibilities and sort them out.
Monday through Wednesday, take fime for a private retreat to
be with your thoughts. It will help clarify your next move, recharge
your energy, and soothe your soul. Make a promise to yourself
around your me time, dream time, and any mystic/artistic
interests you are ready to pursue.
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Can You
Solve This ???

Well!

What do you think the storm means in life? Is that a
word means for nature that comes to hurdle your
survival, Yes, the objective is o examine such; even,
the storm is unknowingly blew in the way where it is
unidentified and originate its symmetry after the
hazard. It may result in a good way or a bad too.
Seeing as, it can reach upto your life either to turn it
invigorate or to eradicate it. It totally depends upon
you- how do you face the music? It eventually
reaches o suss out your potential, your capacity
buried within which can make you rugged. Yes, it is
too fough to survive buf somewhere it is regeneratfing
you. The zinc rust on your strength making a hindrance
and you got stuck to it. What matters?

How you manipulated yourself to suffer all those
imbroglios, accept it to the depth of your soul. Let it
smell the purity buried inside and clean the each and
every phases of constraint tainted your brain and put
up with a new version of yourself which is unseen to
you also and you actually getting surprised to see the
new you in the mirror. And once the storm is over, you Nidhi qu' Paina
won't rememiber how you made it through, how you

mManaged to survive. You won't even be sure, whether
the storm is really over. But one thing is certain. When : :
you come out of the storm, you won't be the same Want your story/article 1o publish ?
person who walked in. Thats what! this storm is all Share your article to

about, hello@patandiaries.com
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Teachers Being Made Easy Targets

potential is the cornerstone of every society’s

advancement. No country can reduce the gap
between the rich and poor without providing those who are
not positioned appropriately with an equal playing field. For
the overall growth of the country as well as for Bihar, which
accounts for over ten percent of the country’s population,
the ability o deliver quality education is very important. The
constraint of Bihar's education system is at the end of the
rope, with almost all indicators indicating declining trends
from primary to tertiary and being unable to compete with
the national average. When it comes to leveraging the
potential of the younger generations, the reality is that Bihar
is on the brink of a demographic disaster, thus allowing for
its own demographic dividend. Bihar is home o around
12.8 crore people and has an impressive population
growthrate, so improving its education system should be a
matter of national concern. Despite heavy criticism from all
sections in recent years due to cheating scandals, the state
government increased budgetary allocations on
education by 8% from the previous fiscal year. Bihar has
allocated 19% of total expenditure for education in 2021 —
22, i.e. highest percentage of Rs 38,035.93 crore for the
education sectorin the state.

| ducation is the key to any state’s success. Human

Reasons why government
educational institutions failed in
Bihar

A systemic failure is evident by failing to meet indicators

such as the pupil-teacher ratio, the quality of teaching, the
infrastructure, and the lack of regular classes in schools. As
far as state education is concerned, it appears to be on life
support, and the government is only trying to save face by
burdening the public budget. According to RTE, the ratio of
students to teachers should be 30:1. However, the
administration is ignoring the fact and sending them to
duties regardless of their profession. How Many Non —
Teaching Jobs will the Government give to the Teachers?

The Right to Education clearly stipulates that teachers are
not supposed to perform any non-teaching duties, with a
few exceptions, such as those related o election duty and

disaster relief work. Recently, Bihar government has
instructed teachers of government schools to keep an eye
on consumption of liquor, manufacturing units, smuggling
and provide information to the officials on toll-free number.
Among the duties we have are keeping the voting rolls up-
to-date, distributing midday meals, and distributing
bicycles and school uniforms, all part of the government’s
welfare programs for the benefit of the children. There are
also cases when teachers are deputed into various offices
for tabulation work. Now teachers are being asked to look
for liquor in the offices. When will the teachers have time to
teach in the classrooms? Additionally, the Administrative
Officers, such as DDOs, DSs, and SDOs asks the education
department to carny out a wide range of tasks, such as
counting the census, animal countfing, and other
demographic- related tasks. During this COVID erq,
govermnment school teachers were posted to COVID relief
centers, isolation centers, and now they are assigned to
vaccination centers. Further, government school teachers
are seen on fraffic signals alongside the police watching to
see if people follow COVID protocol, such as if they wear
massks, and assist with paperwork. The police are assigned
duty in almost every sector of society, regardless of the
teacher’s degree or profession. And this has a huge impact
on the education system. What can be Done to Uplift

-Sareen Yasmin

Education System? Governments need to develop short-
medium-long term strategies to furn around the system and
harness the energies of the young population. Line officers
and Board officers
must be frained and
aligned with those
strategies. If is
essential that
teachers are
continuously trained
' in phase-wise
manners during
primary and fertiary
levels. Government
paid tutors should no
longer be offered
.| private tuitions.

- Computerization of
' all schools will benefit
students in the future.
A variety of extra-
\ curricular actfivities
'should be
. incorporated info the
school curriculum to
expose students to
different career
choices and to
develop their overall
personality. Sports,
life skills, career
counselling and guidance should also be offered at
schools. We must use teachers’ efficiency and skills
appropriately. Rather than sending themn to other sectors for
duty, use them and their intelligence for effective activities,
such as awareness campaigns, plays, etc. Having this
knowledge willmake teachers happy to serve society in the
right direction. Putting in place all of these measures can
not only supplement government efforts, but can also push
the system forward and make school management
committees more transparent and accountable. Quarterly
teacher-parent meetings should also be instituted. All of
these can become game changers. As a result of the Nitish
Kumar government's efforts and the ‘cycle scheme,” girls
are now on equal footing with boys in aimost all aspects of
education. Education is the only proven tool that leads to
change within a generation and opportunities for the state
and its people . If the same government can construct
roads and do well with electricity distribution in the state, it
can also fix the education system. In the meantime, it will
be difficult to avert a demographic catastrophe if the
current trend continues.
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